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TY BRENNING - OLENTANGY LIBERTY

Coach Ty Brenning is here with his wife Jennifer, daughter Jetta, and two sons Knox and Drake.
He is being presented into the Hall of Fame by his assistant coach Michael Cimaglia from the
Liberty program. Currently, he teaches Advanced Placement US History at Olentangy Liberty
High School. Ty is entering his 24th season as a baseball coach, and 14 years as the head
coach of the Patriots. During his time as head coach, Coach Brenning has compiled a record of
291-99 with a .746 winning percentage.

Coach Brenning grew up in Urbana, Ohio where he played football and baseball at Urbana High
School. He was a two-time All-Ohio player in baseball. After high school, Ty went to Xavier
University to play baseball where he was a four-year letter winner and two-time captain. His
coaching career started as an assistant coach at Franklin Heights (1 year), Olentangy HS (1
year), Olentangy Liberty HS (7 years) before becoming the head coach at Liberty HS for the
past 14 years.

He has won eight OCC Championships (2014, 2015, 2016, 2018, 2019, 2022, 2023, 2025), six
District Championships (2014, 2015, 2018, 2023, 2024, 2025), two Elite Eight Appearances
(2014 & 2015), and one Division 1 State Championship (2018).

Coach Brenning is an eight time OCC Coach of the Year (2014, 2015, 2016, 2018, 2019, 2022,
2023, 2025), Central District Coach of the Year in 2015 and 2018, ABCA/Diamond Regional
Coach of the Year in 2018, and OHSAA/NFHS Coach of the Year in 2018. Ty served on the
Central District Coaches Association Executive Board for five years as the treasurer.

He has coached and developed 50 college players in his Olentangy Liberty baseball program.
Four of his players became professional players (Michael O’Neill - New York Yankees, Cameron
Comer - Gary South Shore, AJ Kullman - Birmingham Beavers, Nick Falter - San Diego Padres.

When asked what he loves most about coaching baseball in the Central District, Coach
Brenning said, “It’'s been incredible to watch the level of baseball in Central Ohio reach new
heights over the last 20 years. It is humbling to be part of such an amazing group of coaches.
The players, coaches, facilities, and programs in the greater Columbus area are second to
none.”

When asked what he is most proud of while being the head coach at Olentangy Liberty, he said,
“The people associated within his program that make it special. We are fortunate to have a
baseball community where so many great people care about the growth of young men. We try to
grow student-athletes on and off the field to help prepare them for life after baseball.”

On behalf of the Central District Baseball Coaches Association, we welcome and congratulate
Coach Ty Brenning to the class of 2025 Hall of Fame.



JEFF KEIFER - WESTERVILLE CENTRAL

Coach Jeff Keifer is here with his wife Laurie (graduate of Westerville North - class of 1987),
sons and graduates of Westerville Central High School, Kyle (class of 2015) and Matt (class of
2018). He is being presented into the Hall of Fame by his longtime friend, Eric Nickel. Eric
coached with Jeff for twenty years in Westerville. Currently, he teaches Sociology and
Government at Westerville Central High School. Jeff is entering his 34th season as a baseball
coach, and 22 years as the head coach in Westerville. During his time as head coach, Coach
Keifer has compiled a record of 349-262 with a .571 winning percentage.

Coach Keifer grew up in Westerville, Ohio and graduated at Westerville North High School in
1986. He played baseball and football in high school. After High School, he attended and
graduated from Ohio University.

He has won three OCC Championships (2003, 2014, and 2015), two District Championships
(2011 and 2015), four District Runner-Up appearances (2011, 2012, 2016, 2025), Regional
Runner-Up in 2011, Regional Champions and State Runner-Up in 2015.

Coach Kiefer earned the Columbus Dispatch All-Metro Coach of the Year honor in 2011 and
2015, and was the OCC Coach of the year in 2003, 2014, and 2015. He coached and
developed Kyle Pollock, who was drafted by the Kansas City Royals organization in 2014.

When asked what he loves most about coaching baseball in the Central District, Coach Keifer
said, “The relationships you build over the years with your players and coaches in your program
that are lifelong, not to mention the friendships you gain with coaches throughout the state of
Ohio. | love the competitive spirit of the game.”

When asked what he is most proud of while being the head coach in Westerville for all those
years, he said, “Watching players grow into men of character, seeing them succeed on and off
the field, and knowing that lessons they learned in our dugout carry into the rest of their lives.

On behalf of the Central District Baseball Coaches Association, we welcome and congratulate
Coach Jeff Keiffer to the class of 2025 Hall of Fame.



PAST INDUCTEES OF THE CDBCA HALL OF FAME

CLASS OF 2000

JOE PALAZZO, BISHOP READY

FRED NOCERA, WHETSTONE

VINCE CHICKERELLA, LINDEN MCKINLEY
JIM GERFEN, MORAL RIDGEDALE

DAVE EWING, WALNUT RIDGE

JIM STAHL, COLUMBUS ACADEMY
RICHARD TERMEER, WORTHINGTON/OHSAA
DICK FINN, THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
FRANK COZZE, WORTHINGTON

DAVE KOBLENTZ, COLUMBUS WEST
GEORGE HAMRIC, HAMILTON TOWNSHIP
BILL SADLER, WESTERVILLE SOUTH

JOE NEFF, NEWARK

DON THORP, LAKEWOOD

MARTY KAROW, THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
JACK RYAN, BISHOP HARTLEY

DICK FISHBAUGH, OTTERBEIN COLLEGE

CLASS OF 2001

JOHN NELSON, FAIRFIELD UNION

DAVE KLONTZ, HEATH

HAROLD BUTT, HILLIARD DAVIDSON

RICHARD MEYER, BUCKEYE VALLEY

ARNOLD “DECK” WEBB, JONATHAN ALDER/DUBLIN COFFMAN

CLASS OF2002

BOB HAEGELE, WESTERVILLE NORTH
LARRY MERCHANT, MARION HARDING
BILL ROGERS, NEWARK



CLASS OF 2003

GARY SMITTLE, GROVEPORT

MIKE MATTHAES, UPPER ARLINGTON
JOE MYERS, UTICA

CLASS OF 2004

SCOTT MANAHAN, BISHOP WATTERSON
TIM SAUNDERS, DUBLIN COFFMAN
RICH HASKINS, WEST JEFFERSON
MARK WILEY, LIBERTY UNION

DAVE PARKHILL, LAKEWOOD

CLASS OF 2005

PHIL CALLAGHAN, DUBLIN SCIOTO/ OLENTANGY ORANGE
JIM DOUGHERTY, HILLIARD DAVIDSON

DOUG SAVAGE, MOUNT VERNON

JEFF SMITH, CENTENNIAL

CLASS OF 2006
ED STARLING, MARYSVILLE
MARK APRILE, PICKERINGTON NORTH

CLASS OF 2007
DARRELL GUESS, LINDEN MCKINLEY
JOHN CANNIZZARO, NEWARK CATHOLIC

CLASS OF 2008

RALPH SCHIVONE, UPPER ARLINGTON
JON BENNETT, GRANVILLE

DAVE BARROW, FRANKLIN HEIGHTS

CLASS OF 2009
DENNY MARTIN, JOHNSTOWN/UPPER ARLINGTON
DAVE STARLING, REYNOLDSBURG/ NEW ALBANY




CLASS OF 2010
BOB TALPAS, NEW ALBANY
MIKE PENN, WORTHINGTON CHRISTIAN

CLASS OF 2011
RANDY LEACH, RIVER VALLEY
JIM HABERMEHL, GROVE CITY

CLASS OF 2012
STEVE LITTLE, OLENTANGY
JEFF BOYER, LICKING HEIGHTS

CLASS OF 2013
STEVE GUSSLER, THOMAS WORTHINGTON
MIKE SHADE, GAHANNA LINCOLN

CLASS OF 2014
CHRIS KUBBS, MARION PLEASANT
RAY BENJAMIN, ST. CHARLES PREPARATORY

CLASS OF 2015
CHRIS FUGITT, HILLIARD DARBY
RICHARD “DOC” CARTNAL, GRANVILLE

CLASS OF 2016
CHRIS HUESMAN, DUBLIN JEROME
TIM BROSKIE, WHETSTONE

CLASS OF 2017
TOM NEUBERT, COLUMBUS ST. FRANCIS DESALES
GEORGE GILLESPIE, ST. CHARLES

CLASS OF 2018
DON SCHONE, WATKINS MEMORIAL
MIKE YINGER, ST. FRANCIS DESALES/ DELAWARE HAYES/ KILBOURNE




CLASS OF 2019
TONY CLEVELAND, WATTERSON
DEAN WASHINGTON, NORTHLAND

CLASS OF 2021
TODD DUNKLE, COLUMBUS ACADEMY & BISHOP HARTLEY
DICK ENGLAND, LANCASTER

CLASS OF 2022

DAVE SWALLIE, HILLIARD DARBY & HILLIARD DAVIDSON
JIM REED, LIBERTY UNION

CRAIG KYLE, JONATHAN ALDER

CLASS OF 2023

KEN CARPENTER, BUCKEYE VALLEY & DUBLIN SCIOTO
CHICK CAMPBELL, PICKERINGTON BASEBALL

PAUL PENNELL, COLUMBUS EAST/ BRIGGS

CLASS OF 2024
RYAN ALEXANDER, GROVE CITY
SCOTT TODD, CENTRAL CROSSING

CLASS OF 2025
TY BRENNING, OLENTANGY LIBERTY
JEFF KEIFER, WESTERVILLE CENTRAL
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